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AMUSEMENTs Tiia AFTERNOON AND EVENING.
MWAY THEATARE Broaudway, uear Broome

lllr!e]:lt.,ll.-\u:\n}'u_ ;n- Wosprnrtl SCAMP=UINDERKELLA.
NEW YORE THEATRE Browlway, opposile New York

Nutel —Procy GuesN—KesuwonriL

'\ OLYMPIC THEATRE, Broadway.—Stmxxts or New

Youx.

PODWORTI'S HALL, %06 Bt'audln{.-—?anrmﬂn Hanre
wire Menrons His Minscues—Tue Heap 18 Tox Ain—
Tux Ixvias Basssr Thick—F rorevs,

STEINWAY HALL, Bast Fourteenth strecl and Fourth
avenue.—Last PoPULAR VOCAL AND LNSTRUMENTAL UON-
CcuRt—UPERA NIGHT,

AAN FRANCISOO MINITRELS 535 Braalwir, opnodlie
be Matropolian Hoiel—=Ix rasin_ Brimoriad BNTiirais-
wrats Binelsg, Daxeiso asp Buniksques, —Tux Brace
oo

EELLY & LRON'S MINSTRELS, 73 Broadway, gsw
mite the New York Hotal, —Ix rie Soxas, Daxoss, EooEx.
muioiTies, Brniesares, &e.—Tax Two Puisa Donmas—Cix-
vki-LroN—=Mapagascan Barrer Troure,

FIFTH AVENUE OPERA HOUSE, Noa 2 and 4 West
Twenty-fourth street.—Grirriy & Cumisrr's Mixstasis.—
Ermorian  Minstscisy, Baiiand, BuRuesques, —Toe
Oosax Yaonr Race

' TONY PASTOR'S NPERA IIOUSE, 201 Bowery.—Cowic
Vocausw Neono  Mivstaeesy, Bainer  DIVERTIERMENT,
& —Tux New Yonx Vouosrares. Matines al 3§ o'Clock.

' CHARLEY WHITE'S COMBINATION TROUPR, al
Mechanics' Hall, 472 Broadwav—IN 4 Vamery ar Liour
A¥D Lavuuasie Exvenrasuexrs, Jones Ds Banier,
FPusa ix Boots.

CLINTON HALL, Astor plaoe.—Da Hxssiuo's Proc-
w1k LEctures oN Peovuas ToxaRy,

THE RUNYAN TABLEAUX, MMuion Wall, vorner of
Twenty- il s reet and Brosdwsy. —Movise Minegs or
rux Pirgrie's P Sixrr M. [

NEW YORE MOSEUM OF ANATOMY. 6183 Rrovdwar.=
Hrap avp Riour Arm oF Prossr—Tux Wisnisoron
Twisa—Wonnpens 18 Naronar Histomr, Scie¥ce axp ART
Lsctunes Dany, Open 8 AM, Ull JoP N

DERBY'S NEW ART ROOMS, 845 Broadway.—Gravn
Exmimmiox oF Pasnxcgs.—Rosa Boxueun's Horaw Fame,

VOOAL AND INSTRUMENTAL CONCERT. ar tur
Finsr Fuxe Wit Barmst Cuuien, Seventeenth sireat,

TRIPLE SHEET.
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EUROPE.

By the Allantic cable, under date of yesterday, the
10th instant, in London, we arp told that the Fenians
Iately in arms fo lreland bave all disappeared, and that
they never numbered wore than ome hundred aud’
twenty mep. No arrests have been made (rom the rebel
ranks. Earl Derby Is disposed to treat the case with
fmpartial, vet gtrict, jusiice, The Chie! Secretary for
Ircland doss not apprehend n new “rising.” There are
three Britlsh war vessels in Eenmare river, and regl-
ments of Lancers and Guarde are belng sent (o the Island
from England

John Bright denounces the Derby Reform bill. North
American confederation is making rapld progr 84 in Lthe
British Parlinment, Bpaln {5 about to inaugumies a plan
of refarm for Cuba. There is much agitation amooag ail
partisa in Haly in wview of the approaching elections
for the mew Parliament "

In Londou yesterday consols wers quoted at 0l for
money. United States five-twontios were st T4, On the
Frankfort Bourse United Statea securitles closed st
713, and were quoted in Paris ut 834, In the Liver-

puol market cotton was g°d.  Breadstuffs and
provisions were firm.
Our apecial correapondence from FIl and Lom.

don embraces interesting details of our cable dospatehes
to the 2d of Febroary, inciuding a concise history of
the linary and o case, although real, of
tne Tichborne baronetey elaim, which will soon coms

prooklyn, His subject was, © Why the Cathelic Chureh
s Always ib Trouble.”” The prooeeds of the leclure are
10 be devoted to the charitable fund of the Socioty of St
Vinosnt do Paul,

Ellgabeth Cady Stanton lectured last evening in the
Academy of Musle, Brooklgn, to & small audience, on
“ Equal Righta.'' Hoer arguments io favor of woman's
right of suffrage, impeaclinent and reconstruction wero
attentively listoncd Lo and [requently applavded. The
chairman made a fow periinent remarks o introducing
the lecturer.

Further particnlars rezarding the tragedy in the Twen-
tioth ward Lave been obiained. Schuobel, tho alleged
murderer, confesses the stabbing, bul says that it was
done in self defence,

In the Supreme Court, Clroult, yesterday, the case of
Henry W. De I'uy va. Oliver P. Hurford, o al, was
commenced. This lsan action for libel claiming dam-
ages in the sum of $10,000. Tho plaintif was formerly
Indian agent on the Pawnee reservation, in Nebrasks,
and the dofendants were tradors at that point, The al-
loged libel consisied of two letters writien by defendants
w Indian Commissioner Dole, at Washington, and the
agent who sucoseded the plaintift after bis removal from
office, atating that two vouchars filed by him at the Do-
parimect in Washington were forgeries. Case atill on.

Wallington Wilmet, a lawyer, and Willism Rogers
were charged y dny, befors Comm Betts,
with having forged cortain papers reapecting the dis-
charge from the army of one James Allen. After some
evidence had been taken Rogera was discharged, and the
further hesring of the accusaiion against Mr. Wilmot
will be resumed-to-day. ’

The trisl of Charloa B. Manua!, indicled for the mor-
der of Henry Schlessor, in Thompson stroet, oo the 30th
of December last, is progressing before Judge Russel, in
tho General Sossions. [t will be fnished to-lay.

The Natioual Steam  Navigation Company's stoamship
Virginia, Oaptaio Browse, will lsave pler 4T North river
at noon to-day for Liverpool, calling at Queensiown.

The Cunard steamship Australasian, Captaio Cook,
will loave her dock at Jersey City this morning about
olght o'clock for Quoesnsiown and Liverpool.

The steamship Gulf City, Captain Stewar!, will zall
this afternoon from pier 20 East river, for Galveston,
Toxas,

Tho stock market was firm yeslerday. Gold was
firm also, and closed at 136% after solling at 13T,

Thers was more ackivity (o enmmercial circles yestar-
day, there belng n good demand for bolh domestic
prod and merch though the formor genorally
was digposed of at a decline, while the latter remaioed
firm. Coffse was firmly held. Cotton was dull, even at
n decline of 4o, per pound, Qp 'Change flour waa
firmer, with more doing. Wheat ruled dull and nominal.
Coro aud oats declined lo, though the demand waa
notive.  Pork ruled firm aud active. Beel and lard wore
in fair demand at steady prices. Whiskey was quiet.
Fre'ghts uochanged, Potroleym was geaerally dull and
quite nominal. Naval stores drmer, with a fair demand.
Wool ruled heary.

MISCELLANEOUS.

By the Atlantic cable we learn that the Brazilian floet
had bombarded the town of Curupaily, in Paraguay, and
salled subsequoutly for Humnaita,

A cable telegram from Hone Kong, via Suez and Lon-
don, reports the arrival of the Pacific Mail Company's

1 hip Colorado at Yokol , Japan, on the 23d of
Janvary and Houg Kont, Chioa, on the 30t —thus dell-
vering through mails from New York within 0ty days,
in spite of unusually heavy weather during s portion of
the voyage.

Our correspondence from Puebla, Mexico, ia daled
February 1, aud from Hermoaillo December 31.
Inleresting sketches of Miramon, Marjues: and
Disz aro furnished, the two former being Maximil-
ian's main supporis and the latler being the
#oidier of the Mboral army. An engagement was
on &t M A by G | Tamaris
and a portion of Ding's fortes, A doscription of the agti-
sultoral resoarces of Sonora, “the Garden of Mexico," ia
furnished by our Hermosilio corrspondont.

Jothm WM. Sarrait was taken from the Swatar at the
Washington Nayy Yard yestorday by Marshal Geoding,
on & bench warrant issued by Judge Fisher, and coufined
in the Jail. He was dressed in his Zouavo uniform and
handenfisd, No visitors wiill be aliowed to 30s him but
the jail officiala and his counail,

Mr. Seward, under date of February 73, sonds & com-

befors the English law court= for decision, of the pi
son of $500,000 & year, with one of the most ancient
titles in Grewt Britain,

CONGRESS.

In the Senate yesterday a memorinl asking that col-
ored regimonts In the regular army be officercd by «ol-
ored men was referred to the Military Commitiee. The
bill amending the aot providing for the safely of pas.
esengers on wossels propelled by steams ane other bills
of & siriclly personal character were passed The
action of the House on the Sherman substitute for the
Heconstruction ull, refusing to concur and asking for m
confercnoe committee was announced. After a lengthy
dobaty the Senate Insisted upon its amendmoents, In
the evening session the bills regulating the disposition
of au unclaimed faod for colored troop:; abolishilog the
system of peonage in New Mexico; relalive to ollicers
in the regular army sppointed from the volunte 'r ser-
vice; for the relief of dralted mea; (or the abulition ol
truprisonment for debt, and for the temporary increass
of tha pay of army officers were passed. I'no Sonate
then adjoured,

In the House the considerntion of the Lill for the
more eficient government of the rebel siates was pro-
crnded with, The Sepate amendments were noncn-
curred in by a vore of 98 to T2, aud & committen of con-
feronce was called for. Messrs. Stevens, Stelisbarger
nnd Diaine were appointed the commities on the part of
tho House, The reporl of the committes of conlorence
on the Tenure of OMce bill was agreed to. The Indiay
Appropriation bill was passed #fier two houm' diseds
sirn. The bill to provide for the organ Zation of the
militia was then taken wp, amd, pending ité consid.
eration, the morn ng hoar expired  The Senate amend-
ments to the bill providing for the eleotion of & Uon-
grossionnl printer wers concurred in.  The Army Apnre-
priation bill war n O of thie Whoie
wotll the hoar of recess was reachnd.  The second sec-
tion of the Bl provides that the beadquariors ol the
Goneral shall be a1 Washington, and he  shali
pot be  removed or assignod o duly  else.
where without the previous spproval of  the
Beuate, In the ovening wession the Benate bill to
provide for the payment of compound intorest noted was
roferred 1o the Commitiow on Banking and Currency. A
Joint resolution direciiug tho Secretary of the Navy
fasign & public vessel for the trapsporistion to Savan.
nali, Charleson asd Mobile of stores and supplies eon
tributad to the desifiute poople of the South was [asgh]
The dehate on the Army Appropriation bill way tiep
tontinued ' Comm ttee of the Whols, bul fonily gave
way to the regular order of bosiness, which-was the
Tusasage from the Beoste anoouncing thal it insi-ted on
its amendmonts to the Reconstruotion bill. A fHitbaster-
ing movemont war commencod by the democrals, on
Mr Biaine moving that the House recida from i s
sgroement, Mr Hlevens voilog with the Nilbusters The
TWouws Buany agournnd s astven o'clock withoul aking
actiom of the messaage from the Senate.

THL CITY.

The Chamber of Commerce yesterday ndopled roso.
lutions of respect to the memory of the late Profossor
Babe, and Magor HoMtoano ordered that the Governor's
Boom bo opaned for the receplion of the remains on
Wieit passags throagh this city to.day.

Tue Comtmisstion nppointed by the Stato to test and re-
ot upon the best broocl Joading arm, assembled at the

Eiate Arsonal yesturduy aud tried sovernl now weapons.

The Executive Commistes of the National Bosrd of
:u: ::::::::m wetat thelr rooms yostorday. A re-

dmmiites on Local

and other business of mpe riapce III:::::!M'“ el

A correspondent offors some saiutary ndvice (o tha Me-
Arppolitan Fito Commimoners in a communication. (o
snother column (his worning.  He suggests a4 & moans
towards provouting the recurrence of guchy desteuctive
fires a8 have recently dosiroyod a0 mack valuabls prop-
any in ths city, that steamtoze snd fertyboats Ahould
b sapplied vith apparsios Lo sesist ig extiagnishing
firos among the slipping ; shial (bero should b ng warg
struck further than 18 BeveRsary to inform the frgmen
and polico of the loeality of the fire; tha appointmens 01..'
& preventive \nspector, & changs 'n the doaley of the
¥ire Marsbal, the isgue of wiltten lnstractions among the
fromen, and thoir frequent dril fn manwuvres sujabls
1o contingencies sl Deos.

The Feulan excitement in thle ¢ty s shaping ine
perious action.  The disconraging cable telograms wars
disbelieved, and volunteering was brisk, The Briop
Biora, 8t Lawrsnce, 0°Tools, Tara and other circles held
cuthiusiantio mesilogs duriog the eveaing.

Tae Right Bev. James Hoosevelt Bayley, Caiholie
J Wiop ol Newnrk, N 7, Aoliversd s loctare jast night

to G | Salgar, the Colombian Ministor at
Washington, protesting agninst the decree of Mosquera
relalive to the adjuMoation of prizes m the Tolombian
Courts ns countrary to the laws of nations, and gives his
government notice thal as far as the interseta of citizens
of the United ~tatos are concerned suoh decreo will bo
copsiderod null and void.

A mno pamed Massey was atincked by a gang of ex-
rebels, under the lendership of a shert named Davis, st
Waynesvill, North Carolina, recently. He was flred
npon forty times without being ipjured, and roturning
the fire injored & man pamed Undorwood. Ho then o
capod, but the sherill says he will call out the county to
take him. Mawsoy was engaged duriog the war in
pasting recruits through the lnes te the Union army,
and siands indicied for thal offonce. This was the cause
of the attack,

A woman named Kays was brutally murdered on Sat-
urday s Stewartsville, New Jersey, durlng the shacuce
of ber husband, The is not yel in custody.

The Hitch In Congress—Stevens nnd His
Pemorratic Reserven.
The hiteh between the two branches of Con-
gress on thesSenate Lill fur the reconsiruction
and restoration of the outside rebhel SBintes is
due to the demoerais ol the House, who, upon
this guestion, as upon varions others during
the lasl two years, bave joined the exirme
radicals in the desperate game of widiiiing
md deepening instead of closing up and set-
tling our scotional discords. Upon the ques-
tion of agreeing to the Senate bill the Honse
wna divided 7340 98, the democrats almost un-
tiroken, and the extreme radicals making up
(e vote in the negative,  The bill thus thrown
tuck upon the Sennte by democeatic votes em-
braces, no doubt, the mosl liberal terms
which the unreconstructed States will be
able to obtain, and the easlest programme
that can be expected by President John-
son. ‘The demoorats, therefore, had they
1eoked to their true policy as the friends of Mr,
Johnson and the South, wounld upon this men-
sure have joinod the couservalive wing of (he
rnpuhﬁ:“ camp, instead of turning the seale
in fayor of Stevens and his wlira radieal ﬁ_\l.'-

5 T s o g

{l\'hnl defence bave Measra. Ancona, Chanler,
Finck, Bldridee, Le Blond, Niblack and Com-
pany for the course thoy have pursued? They
plead the plea of constitutionsl principles, of
course. The bill proposes the Té.establish-
menl, temporarily, of mortinl law over ibe
excluded States. These democrats hold that
this Is unconstitutional—that said States are
duly recovstructed as they stand. The uill,
moreover, provides for universal negro suf
frage and for the ratificatlon of the pending
constitntional amendment, as conditions of
restoration—propositions which are totally in
confi'et with democratic principles, But still
the rule of common sense I8 the policy of siates.
manship—when you caunot obtain what you
want, take the best terms you can get. This
bill was manifestly framed as a peace offering
to President Johnson and the South. If, na

it came before the House, it re-established
martinl law in the rehel States, it placed the
appointmsent of the officers, &o, in the
President’s bands; If It established uni-

versal negro siffrage it ollowed the

equivalent of universal suffrage to. rebels,
the next thing to a general amnesty;
and lustly, it the bill required the adoption of
the pending constitutional amendment it only
feafirmed the ultimatum of all !_l_._ Northern
Stated, 1t the femocrala of the House, there-
fore, bnd been controtlsd by o desire to sorve
the Prealdent or the South so far as theg oould
they would have aetad tor the suooéss, snd nob
for the defoat, of thls mensnre.,
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they have commenced in the House again the
ususl Alibustering of the minority to gain time
and to defeat a conpromise between the two
houses. From the slfct party vote obtained,
however, upon a motion to lay the Sherman
Senate bill upon the table, it is apparent that
the Ilouse is resolved upon an agreement. We
expect, accordingly, that the bHl, with some
modifications, will be passed; bui to give the
President his consiitutional ten days for
its consideration (deducting Eundays) be
may hold it now &ill after the ex-
piration of this Congress, which will be
killing the bill by what is known aa a pooket
veto. But we oannot perceive that he will
gain any advantage by this experiment ; be-
cause the new Congress meets on the very day
and hour of the expiration of this Congress,
and will, if required, probably en the 5th of
March, be ready to send the bill back to him—
tor approval or a regular veto, or the alterna-
tive of permitting it to become a law by
retaining it his ten days, with the Congress
passing it still in seasion.

We would urge again upon Mr, Johnson, if
thia bill shall be presented to him to-day or
to-morrow or next dsy, or on any day this
gide the 4th of March, substantially as oma-
nating from the Senate, the saving poliey of
signing it. He will thus effect a treaty of
peace with Congress ; and in ooming into co-
operation with the two houses he will bring
the outside Southern States at once to active
measures of restoration upon the terms laid
down. O.herwise impeachment will be the
next thing in order; for the Congrees soming
in will be, so far a8 he is conocerned, no im-
provement on the Congress going out,

Reform in Eungland,

At a mocting held in the Free Trade Ilall,
Manchester, on the evening of Febmary 1, the
reformers of Great Pritain and Ireland were
solemnly and publicly united, John Bright
fcting as representative on the one hand, and
the O’Donoghue, the hope of the more sensible
portion of young Ireland, acting a3 representa-
tive on the other. It scareely required this
pubdie demonsiration to convinee the intelli-
went observer that the movement known in the
one portion of the Queen’s dominiona ag
Reform, and in the other portion ns Fenianism,
was subgtantially one and the same inits origin
and its objeets, We do’not say that the views
of the O’Donoghue will be subacribed by every
Irish malcontent, any more than we say that
the views of the great English tribune will be
subseribed by every lover of reform in England
and in Scot'and ; but we do say that the cnze
of Treland, as put by the O’Donoghue, has not
been put so clearly, so sensibly and so effeo-
tively by any other native of the Green Isle in
recent years. The causes of disaffection in
Gireat Britain and in Ireland are not in every
particular the same. It would be absurd to
say that they were. There are grievances in
Sootland which do notexist in England. There
are grievances in Ireland which-do not exist in
either England or SBcotland. Bat there is one
grievance which is common to them all and
which lies al the root of all the evils now com-
plained of.

What is this common grievance? What is
this rodical evil? It is the land tenure syatem
which prevails, with certain 1ocal modifications,
all over the United Kingdom—a system which
in England robs the farmer of independence of
thought and makes him the political slave of
bis lord, which has converted some of the fineat
portions of the Highlands of Scotland into
sheepwalks and deer pastures, and which in
Irelend has all along fettered the very springs
of industry, and from time to time sent forth
millions of the native horn population to seek
8 home and a living in other lands. No real
cure will ever be effected in the political bedy
of Great Britain and Ircland so long as this
radical cause is overlooked. It is, as we have
gnid, the frai‘ful source from which all the other
ovils bave sprung. The condition of England,
in tacl, at (be present time is not dissimilar to
the condilion of Rome in the days of the
Gracchi. The whole of the public lands were
in the bhands of the nobles. The posi-
tion of the free ecitizen without lands
wns more wreiched than ibhat of the
bondsman. The Gracchi saw the evil and
sought to remove it. Thix they proposed to
accomplish by taking from the rich ihe excess
of pyblic lands beld by them above a cerfain
limit, and distributing (he londs thus acquired
asmong the landless poor. The nobles nain-
rally onough were indiguant. In the struggie
which ensuned the Gvacebi, younger and older,
perighed, but the canse with which their nnmes
beeame jdentified trinmphed a few yeara lnter,
in {he person of Casm—tiuvmphed, however
less to the advantage of Mborty and less in the
interests of the nolility than limely concession
would have secured. Nor would it be diffieult
to discover a resemblance botween England of
the present day and France, which witnessad
the assembling of the Siates General under
Louls the Sixteenth. If, as some historians
would bave ushelleve, it ia the curse of France

now that she has too many proprietors, it was
undoubtedly the curse of France then (hat she
bad too few. The lands were all buf entirely
in the hands of the noblesss, nor were they
very evenly divided evep among them. If it
was the poverty of the people which oo,
cipiiafed tha ravalufiot 1t was the wealth
of the nobllity which gave birth (¢
that poverty. As it was in Rome in the times
of the Gracchi, aa it was in France in the times
that immediately preceded the revolution of
'89, 5o is it in England now. The whole lands
of the United Kingdom are in the hands of a
miserable minority, and thai minority is year
by year becoming smaller. Abountthe period
of the accession of Willlam of Orange the land
owners of Great Britain and Ireland numbered
somewhere about 450,000, At the presentday
they scarcely exceed 45,000, The lesser
gentry or yeomanry which in times gone by
proved sueh an effective bulwark against the
encronchmenis of the crown on the one hand
and of the mobles on the other, have entirely
disappeared. On & memorable oceasion when
John Hsmpden, though throatened with arrest,
fearlessly went up to his place in Parliament,
four thousand froeholders of Duckinghamshire
rode up to protect him. “Where" exclalms n
celebrated writer and reformer of the day, “‘are
those four thousand freebolders mow 1 The
fine old stock Is practically extinet. Their
places -are empty. . The gulf which they
formerly spanned yawns mmbridged between
the very rich and very poor. In this more than
in any other oanse is {0 be found the socret of
the political disturbanoe of the time,
It 1s o fact which is mot to be gainsayed, &

traty yhich a1 histpry oesfablishes. that o

monopoly of landed property implies s mo-
nopoly of power. Land, in fact, Is power. i g
land is equally div.ded, power is equally
divided, and rule is likely to be just, If land
is in the hands of a few, power is in the hands
of & few, and rule is all but certain to be par-
tial and unjust We have had proof of this
within our own borders. The landowners of
the South, not contented with absolute power in
their own States, songht to lord it over the
entire Unlon, England will never get rid of
her troubles until this radical cause be clearly
perceived and effectuslly uprooted. Partial
remedies will tend to temporary cure; but the
old cause will still remain and the disease
will reappear at intervals. It is in the power
of the present government to do much to defer
if fot to prevent the coming crisis. I, bow-
ever, the great families of England refuse to
yield, there is nothing for it but revolution—
revolution ending, perbaps, like so many
others in military despotism. Ceesarism fol-
lowed the ruin of the nobles in Rome. Cesar-
ism bas followed the ruin of the nobles in
France. In both the one case and the other,
however, Cesarism might have been prevented
snd the nobles saved by wise and timely con-
ceasion.

Encreachmenta s= the Harber of New York.
The Secretary of War has furnished to the
Senate a very valnable report of the Chief of
Engineers showing that the copacitics of the
harbor of New York are péing gradually
cramped by deposils hnd obstructions. We
cannot afford t5 have our water facilities in-
fringed nupbn in this great commercial eity.
We want a8 deep a channel and as ext¢nslve a
water front as we can procure. As far back
as 1856 a commission was appointed which
fixed the limits of our shore lines beyond which
no obsirnetions should be placed. The Biate
of New York acoepted their report, but New
Jersey rejected it because certain obstructions
in the railroad intereat were of material ad-
vantage to that State. It1s now recommended
that the encronchmeuts upon the fiala below
Jersey Clty should be resisted by the govern-
ment. If the flow of the tide over all the flats
and swamps around the harbor comld be
stopped by some cffectual system of diking—
gay an impervious iron wall—wlich could
easily be done, it wonld have the effect of
deeponing the clhannel, hesides giving us the
very space required by the report of General
Newton for docks and basins  convenient and
desirable for commercial and business in-
terests,”” We would gain more than this by
anch an under'aking, because ihousands of
acr«s of now worthless land would be converted
into arable farms and taxpaying property.
This is just what is most demanded to relieve
the cramped condition of this island by giving
more space for people to live on and at the
aame fime increasing the depth of the channel

| from Staten Island up both rivers where the

largest portion ot our river and harbor naviga-
tion is comecenteated. ¥ Hell Gate could be
cleared of its obstmuociions in addition, we
wonld have a harbor somewhat commensuraie
with the wants of the metropolia.

Firea nnd Fire Insurance Compnnies.

A committee of the State Assembly is in
session at the Metropolitan Hotel investiga-
ting the management of the New York Paid
Fire Department and inguiring into the cause
of the unusual destruction of property by fire
since the old volunteer department was abol-
isbed. At the same time the fire Insurance
compaunies furnish the public with a practical
illustration of the advantages they have se-
eured through running steam fire engines as
politioal machines, by raising the rates of in-
surance on mercantile and slorage risks,
bufldings and oconients, from ten to {wenty-
five per cent and adding fifteen per cent to the
rates on some other descriplions of property.

We have very little faith in legisiative in-
vesligating commitiees, From some cause or
another they seldom accomplish any good and
geoerally terminate in & whitewsshing report
in favor of the party whose acts arc made the
subject of Inquiry. A great many of these pre-
tended investigations are started for the pur-
pose of defeating rather than promoting the
elucidntion of the matter to whioh they refer.
When damaging rumors are in circulation con-
cerning some favored department, and ugly
facts obirude themselves on public notice it is
a very common trick to raise an Investigating
| commitice and to bury the whole subject in
that ontacomb of official delinquescy. It is to
be hoped tha! this remark will not apply to
the committoe now in sesaion in this oity.

Thai the present Fire Department, for some
réason, ia o lnmentable failure, is now gene-
relly admitted, - Tard'ness In getting o fires.
incompetency on the past of the engineers, un-
willingness and indifference on the part of the
men are the qualities that make themselves
apparent at every fresh conflagration. When
an alerm sounds in the city no person now ex-
pects the flames to be subdued until they have
exhaustad themselves and consumed as much
property as i within their reach. Some per-
wong believe that the fanlt lies with the engl-
nesrs and foromen, who are selected from poli-
tical considerations, and not on the grouud of
competéncy and merit. Others ssy the force is
not strong epongh. Some denounce the paid
avitom aliogether, and argue thal men who
reccive & sma!! salary as firemen loso we spitlt
of emnlation that exists aniong volunteers, and
refusé to overexert themselves OF to take any
risk that they can by any mesms avioid. It is
certain that somewhere there is a fault, and
the committee of the Assembly should thor-
oughly probe the matter and above all things
endeavor o ascertain whether politieal con-
siderstlons are suffered to interfire with the
working of this important department A
change In officers should be inalsted npon; for
no further evidenoe than the actual events of
the past few months can be needed to establish
the fact that the depariment Is at present under
the control of men utterly unfit to handle o
foroe at an ordinary fire,

Bo far as the fire Insurance companies are
concerned, they have only themaelves to hlame
for their prosent difficultios. It was stated at
the recent meeting of the Board of Under-
wrilers, convened for the purpose of raising
the rates of insarance, that owing to the heavy
loises of last year some companies whose
stock was quoted two or three years azo at
from one hundred and fifty to two hundred and
fifty per cent are now agtually encroaching
on their capital to pay their lisbilities. A
Inrge share of these losses may be attributable
to the Inefcloncy of the present New York Fire
Department, whioch owes ita existence mainly to
the fnsurance companies; but the reckless
| menor i whlo thy D Inwtnes businen

has been carried on, lies at the foundation of

their dMoultics. Competition has induced

new compaales to take almost any risk that

offered, and agents, scattered in every part of
the couniry, have been ready to insure any

property, however hazardous and combustible,

in order to obtain “their commission. This

looseness in the manner of doing business is s

serious evil to the community. It is a direct

temptation to the terrible crime of wson and

endangera the lives and the property of inno-

cent parties. It would be well if the Insurance

Department could be empowered at will to

investigate the character of the risks accepted

by fire companies and to wind up the affairs

of any company that may be found to have

issued policies to any extravagant smount on

doubtful property or to have insured any

buildings that are evidently unfit to be in-

sured.

It is certain that the paid department nesds

some sweeping reform. If it can be secured

in no other maumner Governor Fenton had

better at onoe remove all the Commissioners and
appoint others in their places. Perhaps that
would be the beat method of arriving at the
root of the evil. The old department had its
faults ; but the petty thefis committed at fires,
the oconsional fights among the bunkers and
buffers of the different engines, the “hi! hil
bil” of the redshirted ‘laddieq”

rushed through the siveals, wery buﬂﬁ&
annoyances when Gf-pmd with the heavy
losses entailed upon the public by the inefi-
ciency and indifference of the present depart-
ment.

Mr. F. W, Sewnrd's West Indig Mission—
Another Diplemnile Fizzle, #~

The present administration is, it must be
admitted, rather unfortunate in its foreign
misalons. If their object does not happen to
be Quixotic, the conduct of those intrusted
with them not unfrequently renders them so.
Thus the Mexican"mission—which was a very
well meant thing In its way—assumed quite a
comic aspect from the adventures of the dis-
tinguished soldier and accomplished diplomat
employed to hunt up Juarez. We question if
the mishaps of the Spanish knight errant and
his faithful Sancho Panza would not be thrown
into the shade by them, if they were fully nar-
rated,

But even still droller are the incidents that
befell the Assistant Secretary of State on bis
recent “secrei’” mission to the West Indies.
Before the expeditlion got fairly under way
two or three steamera were disabled in the
affort, Every one wondered at this un-
usnal amount of ill luck, and in the
absence of nany explanation set it down
to that favorite source of disaster, the un-
propitionsness of the weather. It now turns
out that it waa due to the heavinees of the

amount of government specie. Bul the mis-
fortunes arising from it wore not destined o

stitions class, discovered the source of their
evil fortune, and, in order to dispel it, broke
open the speole chest and got rid of as muoh
of the conients as they could handle. Mr.
Seward effered the munificent reward of ome
bundred dollars for the recovery of the money,
which, we regret to say, did not turn up in any
very largo quantities under the influence of such
aliberal inducement. Finally, afier conling, the
Getiysburg proceeded to her destination,
which, contrary to all the specunlations that had
been indunlged in, proved to be the island of
8t. Domingo.

There our two diplomats, Mr, Seward and
Admiral Porter, were received in great state
by the President, General José Maria Cabral.
On opening the negotiationa it turned ont {hat
instead of their belng insirncted to purchase
a coaling station at the island, as Cabral
expected, they oame to buy the republic ftssif.
At this information the 3t. Domingo President
put on & long fuce and asked them if they
really expected bim to aell his country. “Cer-
tainly,” replied Porter, wio is a bit of & wag,
“and you ought to be devilish glad to have a
ocountry to sell.” On henring this axiom of
political moralily Cabral’s face brightened and
he came at once to the poin!. Hs was willing
to make over the island to the United States i
they wonld pay down the hard cash for It
He bad the labilities due to Framce and Spain
to selile, besides some litile wmatters of hi:
own, and he mus! have (he amonat bolore
they loft, This was a poser to our diplomats.
Tho anm named was considerably in excess of
that left them after the depletion of their
spocie ohest by the aailors, and as Cabral was
firm they had to quit the Island without effoct-
ing their object. The moral of sll this is that
when our government sends out forsign mis-
slons it should suvlect for them men who are
not likely to leave behind them either their
wita or .their money hags. These are not
nsually considered Amerioan failiags.

The Irivh News by the Unble.

It must strike our readers with surprise to
find sunch & mesh of absurdity and contradie-
tion in the despatohes representing tbe state of
affuirs in Ireland which are periaittsd by the
British government to com2 over the Atlantie
cable. If the partios who manipulate them
were emploged to wake falsohoods harmless

7 A Plundertng ethod of telling oy
“q“‘ll‘ not Pelivius m_!ﬂ norg.gqig-
solentiously. Take, for example, ‘e telogr.ms
of the past two days. We are inform. fmt
that “the cause of the outbreak is burled AT
obsourity,” as if the cause 18 Nt a3 010 and aa
well known as any event in English history,
and s if the government has not beon pro-
pared and watchtal for the outbreak for at least
two yeara. The news of yeslerday states that
everything is tranquil in the disturbed dis-
triots; bat it appears that not a single armed
man engaged in the revolt bas been captured,
Lord Derby says that the pensanta are loyal;
but the same despatch saya that they sirenu-
ously refuse to assist the government nuthori-
ties in the arrest of the fighting men. They
are willing to give every information, says the
denpatoh, exoept whatthe government requires,
and that is the wherosbouts of the insurgents,
who have “disappeared” fn the mountalns.

(’Connor, and bis staff bad reached “the Fe-
nian vessels off Dingle Bay,” while at the same
time we learn that thrae British war steamers

hours' steaming from the anchorage of the
Fonian veasols,. What were theso watch dogs
dolng that they did not gobble up the encmy's
oraft and oapiure tho Fenian leaders? in n ques-

freight on board, the same commisting of  large

end there. When the Getiysburg got fo Port |
Royal, Jamaica, the sailors, who are a super-

e -
Premier officially announced yesterday, and
there ia no further apprehension of a rising,
a8 the Irish Secretary, Lord Naas, states, what
ia the negessity of ordering the Guards and a
regiment of lancers on the same day to leave
London for the scene of insurrection in Ire-
land? Neilther before nor since the time of
Waterloo, when a great military crisis hed
arrived in the history of England, were the
Guarda removed from the shadow of the royal
palaces in London and Windsor. There must
be some cause for their sudden departure for
Ireland, and we can hardly be expected to
believe that they are transferred there bacause
there is no alarm or no apprebension of a
“rising.” The government offieials must really
learn to tell a mere consistent story before we
can put any faith in the Irish news by the
cabla,

CITY INTELLIGENCE.
CoMPTROLLER'A Ovnnl.- —Richard B. Comnoily, Conxp-
gl mmmm“m Jobn A

otfios 1 —Su of
l;e::wu-. Deputy Collector of City Revenus, A. A
Sremer DerapTMest. —Mr. Goorge W. Molean, Biresd
Commisaioner, has made no changes in his office simes

bis appointment, axcept ons or two of

The busitess offios moves in il regular order.

Mr. as vol, taken 04 a%jon npon the 1

watigh of Deputy Strest Colamumaioner Willlam
s 4

1am Ravpara’s Iscawo Housz o Rxroan.—Aocsording te
the forty-sccond annual report of this institution it appears
that sinoe the first year |§ was opened (1335) 11,608 chik

o e e e Bt b o 11

During the past
Smaien 1066, 800 of whoty ae Sbat

an " e |
d jed, Ou the 125 o January, 1967, there were

chair, |pal business Lransacted do
evening was ohangiog of the constitution of the
ganization ro as lo admit as members of the corps those
who served in the war of the rebeilion of 1861-84, and
who have been bonorably discharred, and also male de-
seendantg, above the age of twounty-one, of those who
sorved in the war with Mexico,

Srsrum Boor s Bwom Convenrron. —The chairman of

or-

Iated
ropr

.“_mm or WaavERa,—A meeling of the mosquito
net weavers of this olty was held om Monday last, fer
the purpose of taking into conaideration the present low
prices paid for weaving. During the wintor months
they have been pald st the rate of threo cents r.t yard,

he oom.

a rate of remuneration insuMolent to provide

mones necessaries of 1i%e fir themeelves and familiss,

that their waees were Lo bo allll further re-

thoy adopted a resolution that all the weavers of

the city should cease work until they received an ad-
varnce of two renls per yard.

Dena or Tue MsmeoroLiTaw Pouos Forcm —The off

platoons of the FEieventh, Beventeenth, Nineteenth,

Twontinth, Twoanty-th Twenty-seventh and Twenty-
ninth mnh:’is lu'v&
00

Deimun. It in
,000 (nihe

Darmia Donopany. —On Monday evening a daring thefi
took pince af the roaldenss of Jason 8. Leonard, No. 88
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ssven or ght mouths Ago, Johanns
German woman, twenly-far
in her native gountry | FOan
Amarioa with

'l.

i
i

Again 1t I #tated thal the insurgent leader, |

are lying in Keamare river, about two or thrve |
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Biates Navy, nod Cap. |
Navy hava hesn doon-
King imhmeuum
o Quosa Lwmwms on boamt

‘:Jﬂm 0 siate a foll sourt pon
nagainst the coptain of the
for the un-rﬁum of n saAmAn
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w Now Dedferd o law hore-
[ :.:m‘wmmmm vauna's ship-
1 8 nALIve seamon. ek

ADJOURNMENT OF THE ALABAMA LEGIZLATURE

| tion- which will natarally be naked. If the

. Caws of alarm boe gubaidod, &= the Puibl

Momvaossng, Fub 19, 1897,
Tho Lagishatare sdjourncd eine die m.mku. N nation
N, i SOAZE, Qi AL L S -




